o George

George was born in
Port Elliot, and he and
his wife Betty moved to
Murray Bridge 19 years

ago. ,
- They bhave three child-
| ren
George works as a spray
painter, and has beeen
associated with the sport
of pigeon racing for al-
most a decade.
Competition in this
country club is fierce.
Bach week flyer-mem~
bers from within the town
precincts, and points as-
far away as Mannum and

Mypolonga ftravel to the

clubrooms in the centre of

the town to starf clocks

and hamper birds.

The club is affiliated
with the State's largest
bind racing organisation,
the South Australian
Homing Pigeon Associa-
tion,

Birds from the club are
taken into Adelaide for
shipment with other
SAHPA birds on hamper-
ing night. This is when
the liberation. points are
on 'the north line.

Other weeks the hirds
are placed on board the
transporter when it stops
at Murray Bridge on its
way south.

George keeps a neat,
tidy loft, with about 120
. flynng hrds and 20 stock
pairs
‘ "He feeds them wheat
and peas, and supplies
, fresh  water sometimes
. twice o daly.

George holds no prefer-
ence for either cocks or
hen birds when looking
for a chiampion.

i He treats the job of
3 looking mfter his birds as
i

a hobby and a sport, and
1s not in it for gain.
In the Murray Bridge

‘ olub George Serves as

i clock secretary. He has
“held this position for the
: past five years.
i Members of the club are
i “hard” workers, and
" George says he and his

clubmates have some re-

novaltions in mind for the

modern. clubrooms in the
. ‘approaching

season.
Uniike most other own- .

‘ers, thiose at Murray

Bridge have fthe advan- -

owla nd »

Forty-four-year old George Rowlond
took out top position last year in the 30-
ael:ber Murray Bridge Pigeon Racing

ub.

He also won the Ciarrie
Baker smeld for the high-

tage of being directly
under the flight path of
south line birds. And on a
number of occasions each
year tired racing hirds are
prone to stop overnight.

George and the others
in his club feed and water
these pigeons and give
them a perch for the
night., If they are well
enough to continue the
next morning they are
liberated.
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GEORGE ROWLAND

However on ‘the occa-

sions they are unwell
enough to continue, they
are reported o their own-

€ers.

Sometimes Adelnide
owners offer tthe Murray
Bridge flyers such birds
for stock and, as hias hap-
pened a number of times "
in the past, champions re-
sult.

At one time George had
a stray in his loft from
Max Solley, and on the
invitation to breed from it
he did just that. The
cockbird helped originate
a strain.

Other numerois oOwners
are represented in
George’s loft including
Adelaides Vin Blanden.

However, most of the
birds George competes
with today are from the
Solley-Queen: family.

His wins last year, in @
seaon of peak success, in-
cluded races from Pinna-.

And in tthe mmﬁm sea-
son George looks set for
an even more satisfyime
reswlbf —
BADGER.



